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ASSYRIAN PRESCRIPTIONS FOR DISEASES 
OF THE HEAD 

By R. Campbell Thompson, 

The University of Chicago 

The following translations are from my copies of the tablets 
of the Series Enuma amelu mubbu-su isata ukal, 'when a 
man's brain contains fire,' published on Plates 23-50 of Part 
XXIII of Cuneiform Texts from Babylonian Tablets in the 
British Museum. The first and second Tablets of this Series are 
fairly complete ; parts of cols. I and II of the third are available 
from K. 2566, the duplicate K. 4023 being as yet unpublished; 
and there are extant about twenty-six lines of the fourth, from 
the colophon of which the existence of a fifth is proved by the 
first line, given, as usual, at the end. The contents of this series 
are more nearly connected with the profession of medicine than 
that of the priesthood, and the scope and language of the work is 
much the same as in the medical series published by Dr. Friedrich 
Ktlchler, in his scholarly work Beitrdge zur Kenntnis der assy- 
risch-babylonischen Medizin (1904). Dr. Kachler is the first 
to make a systematic and scientific study of the medical texts 
proper, and by publishing three large texts (KK. 191, 716, and 
61) on this subject he has cleared up the meanings of many 
hitherto doubtful or unintelligible words and phrases. As will be 
seen, many of the Assyrian words for drugs and such like, which 
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he has discussed in his book, reappear in these texts, and I have 
been glad to avail myself of his renderings. In this number the 
transliteration of the lirst half of Tablet I is given, and the 
remainder with translations will follow in a succeeding number. 

SERIES: Encma amblu Mcggu-su isata ukal 

TABLET I 

K. 2354+2M2+2463+3237+7086+8800+8842. 
Obverse 

COLUMN I 

1. Enuma amelu mu^bu-su isata u-kal sa.zi sak.ki irassi-ma 6na"-su i-dak 

2. 6na"-su bir-ra-tu i-pi-tu i-si-tu bar-tin-na gu-ka-na-a isakkana(a) 

3. u dimta inadda(a) \ ka si^li pu-tu-ut ina abnuerl adi tasa^al 

4. SAE.EA.u.EAL iua libbi i ka telikki(ki) ina m6 kasi talas(as) tuzarrab(ab) 
tasamid-ma ftmu Illkan la tapattar. 

5. J ka kit-ni-e ^ ka kimi lapti ina m6 kasi talas(as) tuzarrab(ab) tasa- 
mid-ma limu Illl'a" la tapattar 

6. kit-ni-e bar-tim "^^"kukri u^uli karnani ina sikari talas(as) ditto 

7. ri^^umun-i tabat emb.sal.lim mal-ma-lis tuballal ina bimeti bat 
6na"-su .... 

8. J ka siyi J ka la tinuri X sikli tab(?) ka-an 

9. ina m6 kasi talas(as) tuzarrab(ab) tasamid-ma tlmu III [■'am la tapattar] 

10. arki na-as-ma-da-ti an-na-ti X sikli sibli sa ka lik 

11. tabti tabati balu lupputi ina akali is-sip-ma ikkal V sikli 

12. ina kurunni tamab.as(as)-ma isatti-su 



13. tlmu pan iluQibil 



14. X sikli inbi i§»BAE.gus 

15. tab^asal tasab^al ina m6 kasi [talas] 



16. rifeVu 

{About twenty-four lines wanting] 

17. 

18 ditto. 

19 [ina m6 kasi] talas(as) tuzarrab(ab) tasamid-ma ditto 



20 EAT MAR 
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21 RAT telikki(ki) 

22 . tasamid-ma tlmu Ill'f^n la tapattar 

23 tuzarrab(ab) tasamid-ma ditto 

2A dispi sadi(i) su.pa burasi bat mar 

25 tuzarrab(ab) tasamid-ma limu Ill^an ja tapattar 

26 tuzarrab(ab) tasamid-ma tlmu Illkan la tapattar 

27 dispi eat telikki(ki) 

28 [tuzarrabj(ab) tasamid-ma tlmu Illifan la tapattar 

29 [tuzarrab](ab) tasamid-ma tlmu Ill'^an la tapattar 

30 telikki(ki) 

31 tuzarrab(ab) tasamid-ma tlmu Illkan la tapattar 

32 tasamid-ma ditto | 33 eat telikki(ki) 

34. tasamid-ma ftmu Ilpa" la tapattar 

35 talas(as)tuzarrab(ab) tasamid-ma tlmu III'""' la tapattar 

36 ina sizbi talas(as) tuzarrab(ab) tasamid-ma tlmu Illl'ao la 

tapattar 

37 dispi BAT telik^i(ki) 

38 talas(as) tuzarrab(ab) tasamid-ma timu Illkan la tapattar 

39 talas(as) tuzarrab(ab) tasamid-ma timu Illifan la tapattar 

40 BAT MAB I 41 tlmu Illifan la tapattar 

COLUMN II 

1. ka[si karanu7j bil-lu ta^asal tasa^al ina sur-sum-mi sikari talas(as) 
tuzarrab(ab) tasamid-ma tlmu Ill'^an la tapattar 

2. zir pammu] Hsan kalbi urkit-su tu-pa-sa-a-su ana karpatuBUB.zi tusab- 
bat(at) adi siti tasakan(an) 

3 i-tab-lu ina ni.is.ceudd bat mab 

4. Sammu . . . gp.si sa ib-^u lipi "Wikanakti "W«suttuplali zir Sammugi. 
Di.KA tabat i?»blni zir ^ammumastakal 
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5 ku ar *?»blni tabat eme.sal.lim Sammunini sammaTiN.TiB.Mi ma-la 

ni-is 6na" ka-su-ti 

6. . . . -pa-as-sa rat 6na"-su ina uljuli kamani timissi(si) adi dimtu 
ipparrasu(su) te ki tu ma nasmatti-su telikki(ki) arki-su 

7. . . . BAB m§ suni tusabsal(sal) ana ''a'^pat^KAN.SAB te-sip ina kakkabi 
karabi ina se-rim kakkad-su 

8. tapasas m6 suni tabasal nasmadat kakkadi-su tu-kar-ra-ar kakkad-su 
KCN c sarat pusikki takasar 

9. . . samni ana kakkadi-su tasapak ina biti sa ta-ra-nam isu(u) tusesib- 
su tLxan Ill'^ai an-nam teppus(us) 

10. [Enuma amelu . . . ]-£u ubammat titti gassi u^uli kamani in.dab 
kib-sit GiB.PAD.DA ubuli kamani samni limni saman nftni 

11. . . tuballal ina isati asagi kakkad-su tu-kat-tar 

12. [Enuma amelu] . . . isati irassi-ma §na°-su i-bar-ru-ra dami u-kal-la 
J ka siyi tabasal tasabal 

13. [ina me kasi] talas(as) kakkad-su tuzarTab(ab) tasamid-ma tlmu III'**" 
la tapattar. 



14. 


J ka kimi basli ina tabati talas(as) kakkad-su tuzarrab(ab) 

tasamid-ma ftmu III''ai la tapattar 


15. 


J ka SammugAB ina sizbi talas(as) tuzarrab(ab) ditto. 


16. 


ina sizbi talas(as) tuzarrab(ab) ditto 


17. 


ina sizbi talfts(as) tuzarrab(ab) ditto 


18. 


talfts(as) tuzarrab(ab) ditto 


19. 
20. 


riW"burasi rikkukukri 

tuzarrab(ab) ditto 



21 li da u bat dir a bil . . . . no LAg.gA 

22. ... -ra estenis(nis)tabasal tasabal ina sikari u-sa tuballal 

[ta8amid](id) 

23 J ka rik^uburasi J ka . . . J ka i|»si-bu [bat ]-nu 

24 ni ku sikari u-sa tusabsal-ma ibalut 

25 -ma-ti ina m6 kasi talas(as) tuzarrab .... 



26. ... ir su sarat ^ak^adi-su izzaza(za)i?" kukri 
27 ina »f"<3"snN.DU tu-ba-bar ^akkad-su . . 



28 bimeti ina isati tusabsal(sal) 
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29 "Wiimurri sikari di.di bimeti ina isati tusabsal[(sal) .... 



30. 
31. 


kib-sit GiR.PAD.DU amelliti gib.pad.dc imeri(?) 

ina isat asagi kakkad-su [tukattar] 


32. 
33. 
34. 


. . . . . . . GI I . NE. NI I . NE gE 

BI BE.EN 

DAn(?).NA M0L.LA 


35. 


u zak kat . 


. . . . 


36. 


. . . [siptu annitu III-su . 


. . ] tamannu(nu) eli 


37. 

38 


GE . GE . . . 










39 KA sn NE 1 40 kabli eli-su tamannu .... 

1 41 sammukur ... 42 flmu Illkan la [tapattar] i 

43 [ina m6]kasi talas(as) tasamid-su-ma .... 


44. 


Enuma ditto kit-fni-e] . . . 
la-[as] ....'' 


paramujsu-pa-lam ina sikari ta- 


45. 


Enuma ditto kit-ni-e .... 
inarikku 


. . kimi lapti estenis(nis) tabasal tasabal 


46. 


Enuma ditto J ka iit[ni-e] 


talas(as) tuzarrab(ab) . . . 


47. 


Enuma ditto J ka 


. . talas(as) tuzarrab(ab) . . . 


48. 


Enuma ditto ^ ka 

tuzarrab(ab) . . 


. . tasabal ta^asal ina me kasi talas(as) 


49 


Enuma ditto 


, ina m§ kasi talas(as) . . . 






50. 


Enuma ditto ina 


sikari talas(as) tuzarrab(ab) 


51. 


ina m© kasi talas(as) tuzarrab(ab) . . . 



52 ina m§ kasi talas(as) tuzarrab(ab) . . . 

53 ina m§ kasi talas(as) tuzarrab(ab) . . . 

54 ina sur-sum-mi sikari talas(as) tuzarrab . . . 

55 sammujKOB ina m§ kasi timissi(si) J ka i?"BAR.[gcs] .... 

56 tabasal tasabal ina m© kasi talas(as) kak^ad-su u irat-su 

tasamid .... 
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57. Enuma [ditto] .... ^imi ^asli tuballal ina m6 kasi talas(as) 
tasamid(id) 

58. Enuma [ditto] .... kimi basli ina m6 kasi ta-la-as tuzarrab(ab) 
tasamid-ma tlmu Illkam Ja tap>attar 

59. Enuma [ditto] .... ku II ka*a-a-ai tuballal ina m6 kasi u sikari 
talas(as) ditto 

60. Enuma ditto . . su-pa-lu ina saman bcdi u m6 kasi talfts(as) ditto 

61. Enuma amelu [kakkad]-su u^ammat titti tuzarrab(ab) kimi as.an.na 
ina me kasi talas(as) ina tlmu XV""" (v. tuau Vam) tasamid 

62. Enuma . . . tig(?) dd.da di.di tabasal tasabal ina m6 kasi talas(as) 
ftmu Illkam tasamid 

63. ... kakkadi-su {v. kabal kakkadi-su) ^a'n"n"ba-la(?) tu-uz-za-rib 
irsiti ina me kasi talas(as) ina samni es.mis tasamid 

66. [Enuma] . . kakkadi-su ut-bi-i la tinuri kimi basli ina m6 kasi 
talas(as) kakkad-su tasamid 



